Welcome to TALES ALONG THE TIOUGHNIOGA!

This piece has been written by the Village of Homer historian Martin Sweeney, and is a part of
Homer Center Stages effort to feature New Works of live theater.

“As the historian for the Town and Village of Homer, | welcome you to the project that |
intend to be Homer’s way of participating in “America 250!” | am pleased you have been
offered the opportunity to help make the history of Homer come alive for its residents
and visitors. Tales Along the Tioughnioga will hopefully entertain, educate, and inspire.
What better way to celebrate 250 years of America’s history than with a play about, by,
and for the community. Welcome!”

- Martin A. Sweeney
Participation Overview

Actors on this project will be assigned characters from throughout the history of the Village of
Homer, and must be prepared to independently research their character’s time period and
presence in Homer’s History.

Participants will have access to a collection of costumes, accessories, and props, as well as
tools, materials, and space for the modification and creation of items that help them convey the
character and time-period represented.

Rehearsal commitment will generally consist of three sessions per week, primarily on weekday
evenings, occasionally scheduling weekends based cast/crew availability.
- Group Sessions: Group A, B, or C.

- Rehearsal groups gather for the director and artistic team to focus on each
character’s featured scene one at a time. While waiting for their turn on stage,
each actor will also spend time on costuming, props, and other elements for their
character during these sessions.

- Full Cast Rehearsal Session

- These sessions will emphasize the flow of the show throughout and between
each historical figure’s featured moments. Actors will be encouraged to practice
sharing knowledge with castmates from other rehearsal groups about their
characters and time periods, practicing for in-character interactions.

- Community Engagement Session

- Taking the character-based history learning out of the rehearsal hall, and into the
community. Pre-planned in-character visits to local libraries, farmers markets,
and other activities. While promoting the show, these also provide a low stakes
public environment to practice your part, by sharing your character history from
the script, or from your own research, with or without full memorization.



REHEARSAL PERIOD:
October 19 - November 19

ROLES:

*Actors may seek to fill multiple roles.

UNGROUPED ROLES: Rather than being assigned to a specific rehearsal groups, these roles
may be called to Group A, B, and C rehearsals.

THE HISTORIAN a 25-year old professor wearing a vest over a white dress shirt,
open collar and sleeves rolled up.

CLIO the female muse of history in Greek mythology, wearing a
flowing toga, carrying a hand-held mirror

GROUP A - 1790s to 1850s

ROBERT HARPUR middle-aged colonial gentleman with powdered wig

RHODA BEEBE 26-year-old pioneer woman in 1791(pronounced “Bee-Bee”)
JOSEPH BEEBE 26 years old, a hardy bearded pioneer, Rhoda’s husband
AMOS TODD 22 years old, Rhoda’s brother, scruffy beard

DOROTHY HOAR: 31 years old in 1801, farmer’s wife, apron over long dress, bonnet
JEDEDIAH BARBER: 46 years old in 1833, successful merchant, clean-shaven

AMELIA JENKS BLOOMER: 33 years old in 1851, wears a “bloomer” outfit

REV. JOHN KEEP: 52-year-old minister in 1833, known as “Father Keep”



GROUP B - 1850s - early 1900s

FRANCIS BICKNELL CARPENTER: 33-year-old artist when painted Lincoln in 1864, with beard
& moustache

WILLIAM OSBORN STODDARD: 28-year-old assistant personal secretary to Lincoln in 1864,
wears a moustache

STODDARD: as a ten-year old in 1845 (only one line at the end)

ELI DeVOE: 52 years old in 1861, private detective, no image exists
DAVID HANNUM: 45-year-old portly gentleman, dark suit, clean shaven, in 1868
GEORGE BROCKWAY: 46-year-old prosperous businessman of the 1890s

SIG SAUTELLE: 54-year-old circus impresario in 3-piece suit, glittery stickpin,

handle-bar moustache
GROUP C: Late 1800s - 1970s

AMELIA STONE QUINTON: 46 -year-old woman in floor length black dress & bonnet

C. LAWRENCE CREQUE: 29-year-old “doughboy” when returned from World War |

NELLY RANDALL: middle-aged woman responsible for feeding Joint Chiefs of
Staff in D.C. during WWII, gray hair, bit of Scottish brogue

MARY ALICE BELLARDINI:  middle-aged mayor of Homer, NY, light brown hair pulled
back into a bun, sweater over a dress in 1970s style

ANNA HILTON: a tall, gray-haired older woman with glasses and a dress of the
1970s; distinctively high pitched, rather squeaky voice

HISTORIAN'S WIFE a woman in her 20s (does not appear in person until the end)
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